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EUGENE ARAM, 


W H O f 


' Was convicted the 3d of Auguſt at Tork- 
Aſſizes, and Executed the Gt, for rhe 
MURD ERot DANIEL CLARKE, 
of Knaresborough, which Murder he 

3 the wonderful Manner by which this 


Murder was found out; with his en at 
the Place of Execution. 
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The Genuine 


MET T the Aſſizes held at Tork, for 


Ys 3, 1759. Richard Houſeman, n 
a NIN Eugene Aram, and Henry Terry, fl 
_ wereindtcd for the Murder of Danie/ Clarke, 
in the Night between the 7th and 8th of Te- " &. if 
bruary, 1744-5. 7 
Richard Houſeman was firſt tried; but D 
the Evidence not being ſufficient to fix the Fact | | V 
upon nim he u as acquitted. — - 3 
Noa all Acceſſaries, or Aboraiphiggs' in 3 
Murder in the Eye of the Law are ene V 
Principals; and tho the Court were convine= | Kk 
ed from various Circumſtances in his Trial, or 
that Houſeman was, ſome Way or other, coh-⸗ ia 


cerned in the Fact, yet as there was no direct 
Proof of it, the I could not find him 
| . 
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guilty. Being thus acquitted, he was entirely 
at Liberty to give his Evidence againſt Eugen? 
Aram, the Principal, and who actually com- 
mitted the Murder, and depoſed that the 
Priſoner at the Bar, Daniel Clarke, and 
this Witneſs being met, Eugene Aram pro- 
poſed firſt to Clarke, and then to him, tlie 
Witneſs, to take a Wall out of Town. This 


a. — — — 
—— — 


was agreed to, -and accordingly they walk'd 


into a Field at a ſmall. Diſtance from the 
Town, where there is a Cave, well known 
in that Country by the Name of Sc. Roberts 


Cave. That when they came into the ſaid 


Field, Aram and Clarke went over the Hedge 


towards the Cave; and being come within 


ſix or eight Yards of f it, he ſaw Aram ſtrike 
Clarke teveral Times; and at laſt faw him fall, 


but never ſaw him afterwards. 


The Court then asked him, what Inſtru- 
ment or Weapon it was with which Aram 
ſtruck Clarke? | 

 Houſeman repliee, that he. ſaw no Weapon | 
or Inſtrument in his Hand, and did not know. 


that he had any, ſo far as he could ſee at the 


Diſtance he was from them, and it being like- 
wile in the Night, he could not ſwear poſi- 


tively to a Fact, of which he was not very. 


certain. That he did not interpoſe, or any 


way ſtrive to prevent the Perpetration of this 


korrid Crime; nor did he make any Noiſe, 
or call out, ar cauſe an Alarm to be made, 
ia Order to e, the Criminal and bring 
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—— 


did not afterwards make a Diſcovery, 
Duty, both to his Country, and to publick 


to condign Puniihment. 
covery. | 
Clarke's Death was previouſly concerted be- 


ters of all the Goods in Clarke's Poſſeſſion. 


Walk in the. Fields, at ſome Diſtance from 
the Town, in the Night. 


dence, by other concurring Circumſtances, 


recollect) who made the firſt Diſcovery. 


ledge 
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& Upon which the Court asked him, 7 
BY a mice 

he could not but know, that he was bound in 


Juſtice, to bring ſuch a notorious Offender 


His Anſwer was, that Aram. threaten'd to 
take away his Life, if he made any Diſ- 


From a View of Heuſeman's Evidence, the : 
Reader, I apprehend, will eaſily diſcern, that | 


tween them; and that their End in perpetra- 
ting it was, to make themſelves entirely Maſ- 


This appears plaln enough from their ſettling 
. and adjuſting their Accounts at Home, and 
then perſuading the unhappy Man to take a - 


In order to corroborate Honſeman's Evi- 


' ſeveral other Witneſſes were called. The 
firſt was, the Man (whoſe, Name we do not 


Being ſworn, he depos d, that in digging. 
for Lime- ſtone, near the Place called St. Ro- 
bert Cave, he ſound the Bones of a human 
Body. Wondering how this ſhould come to 
paſs, and why a Body ſhould: be buried in 
ſuch a lonely Place, he began to ſuſpect that 
ſome Perſon had been murder d and buried 
there, the better to conceal it from the Know- 
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bt old en Perkins of the 20575 1 has 
at length t became the Subject of com non 
Converſation: This o. caſin d various Con- 
jectures and uſpicions; ad among the reſt, 


it vas remember, that about fifteen. N 
ago, oe Daniel Clarke had abſented him 
ſelf a. l of a ſudden, a d that he had never 
been f. en nor heard of ſinee. Upon this, ſome 
of them ecollected, that they had heard a 
Woman i in the Town declare, that ſhe: had 


it in her Power to hang her Hus band. (who 
had been: abſent from her feveral Years), and 
ſome others in that Neighbourhood. . | 
Other M tneſſes were then called to prove, 
that Daniel Clarke, dd buy upon Credit, 


and likewiſe borrow among his Friends and! 


Acquaintance a large Quantity of Silver Plate, 
Jewelt, Watches, Rings, Sc. One, that he 
ſold. him a large Silver Fankard'; another a 
Salver, a Pepper-Box, a Milk-Pot, Saucers, 
Spoons, a ſet: of Silver hafted Knives, and 
others, other Things of the like Sort; pre- 


|| tending that a Merchant of Londen had ſent - 
him an Order to buy as much Silver Plate as 
he could, it being deſign'd for Exportation. 


And as they knew Care very well, they 
had no Reaſon to ſuſpect his Veracity, his 
Character as an honeſt Man, having never 
been called in Queſtion. They therefore 
give him the Credit he deſired, upon his Pro- 
miſe, that he would pay for the Goods as ſoon 


a WN have a nn from the 


© Merchants. 
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[7 MET which would be as ooh as he re- a 
ceived tlem. W Fa, 

As to thoſe whoſe Watches, or other Cu- 

rioſities he borrow d, he pretended it was onl 

to take Patterns of them for the beſt F alhion,: : 
by which he might direct the making of 
others, which ſome Gentlemen of his Ac- 
quaintance had order d him to get fin. ſf d in 
the beſt and neweſt Mode. They having no 
Reaſon to ſuſpect him of any ill Deſign. 
made no Scruple to G him * ith what he 
wanted. 

All of them agreed in this, that none bf 

them had the leaſt Suſpicion of his Intention E 
to defraud them, tillhis ſudden Diſappearance }. 
in the Monthof February 1944-5. Then in- 
deed they all concluded that he was gone off 
with their Effects, and that he had laid this P 
Scheme for that very Purpoſe; and as he had fo 
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never been heard of ſince that Time, it was | % 
the gen-rabOpinion he was gone a Voyage to de 
ſome Foreign Country, in order to diſpoſe of 
thofe Goods he had fo wickly deſrauded Pr 
them of. Ct 
This was the FP nth of the Rridende ct 
given by theſe Witneſſes; which, tho' only | 7% 
circumſtagtial, yet was ſufficiemt to corrobo- WA 
rate that given by. Houſeman, who only was | *2 
Witneſs to the Fact itſelf, and ſaw the Pride) 19 
ner commit the Murder. Wa 
The Priſoner was asked, if he had any live 
Witneſſes, or whether he had any Thing to the 
offer in his own Defence, promiſing him an 12 


impartial * Aram , 
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5 Arn anſwer'd, that it was i impelliilar / ". _l 
him, after ſo long an Interval, which had. _ 

1 ; paſſed ſince the Commiſſion of the Fact with | 


which he was charged, to produce any Wit=. » 


9-36 neſſes in his Juſtification. That thoſe who k 
ed could have been of uſe to him upon this Oc- 

ae caſion, were either dead, or ſo diſperſed about * 
_ 8 in the Kingdom, that he knew not where Ws 2 
W find them. . ow 
oo” | The Jury having teevived their Charges „„ 
1 0 conſulted together, and in a ſhort time, te 
T2697 Foreman deliver'd their * Guilty ef 1 
1 1 the Ind ictment. | 

_ Upon which the Jade prououncod- Sen- 


i tence, that he ſhould be carried back to the 
9 | Priſon, and there remain till the Monday 


N followi ing, and then be convey d to the Place 8 
| 0 of Execution, and there be hang d till he was 
bon dead; and the Lord have Mercy on your Soul? 


e of A Miniſter was appointed to attend him in 
I Priſon, in order to prepare him for that ous 
Ii | Change which he was ſhortly to undergo; to 

IP convince him of the Heinouſneſs of his Crime, 
and to bring him to a Confeſſion of his Guilt, 
. without which he had not the leaſt Grounds 
to expec; or hope for the Pardon of his Sins, 
ifo- or happineſs hereafter. I hat he had no other 
I | Way, conſidering the ſhort time he had to 
live, to glorify God, but by acknowledging | 


| my the Juſtice of his Sentence; nor could he 
a 6 - + | make any other Attonement or Satisfaction 
p 54-24 for breakſng the Laws of his Country, by ſo 


n Crime, than by N ke — 
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hs juſtly deſerved tlie Puniſhment which the 


. Law had denounced againſt him And there- 
fore exhorted him to make a due uſe of thoſe 


few and precious Moments that were yet left 


im. 


The Morning of Execution being come, 


and the Keeper going to his Cell to bring him 


out, he tound him almoſt expiring, having | 


with a Razor, which he had before concealed 


 3nhis Cell. cut the Veins of his left Arm, a 
little above the Elbow, and al h a little above 
the Wrift, but miſſed the Artery ; by Which 


Means, before it was diſcover d, he had loft 


ſo much Blood, that he was rendered very 


weak. A urg on of that Eminence was 


immediately ſent for, who preſently ſtopp'd 


the Bleeding, and he was carried to Tyburn; 
where he was quite ſenſible. but ſo feeble and 


weak from the great loſs of Blood, that he 


could not ſtand. A Clergyman pray'd with 


him ſome time, but being in ſo weak a Con- 
dition he was incapable of giving any Atten- 


tion. Prayers being ended. he was asked if 
He had any thing more to ſay, he anſwer'd, 


No. He was then executed, and his wall 


being carried to Knaresborough Fore, 
Was there hung in Chains, in that Part of it 
- Which is neareſt to the town. 


